Plain Language Version: Validity Foundation on behalf of T.J. v. Hungary case

Today, in the case Validity Foundation on behalf of T.J. v. Hungary, the European Court of Human Rights ruled that Hungary violated both the substantive and procedural aspects of Article 2 of the European Convention on Human Rights.

T.J. (initials) had intellectual disabilities. She lived in the Topház care home and experienced neglect, including malnutrition, inadequate medical care, and excessive physical restraints.

Despite numerous reports from state bodies, the authorities failed to prevent her death from pneumonia or to properly investigate the systemic neglect that contributed to it. The ruling highlighted that Hungary's care system failed to protect the lives of institutionalised people like T.J.

The key findings of the European Court of Human Rights were:
· Substantive Violation of Article 2: The Court found that Hungary did not protect T.J. from the neglect and poor conditions in the care home. The authorities were fully aware of the poor conditions at Topház, including understaffing, inadequate medical care, and excessive restraints, but failed to take corrective measures. Despite knowing the risks to T.J., her neglect continued, which contributed to her declining health and eventual death. The state did not fulfil its obligations under Article 2 of the European Convention on Human Rights, which mandates the protection of life, leading the Court to find a violation of the right to life in T.J.’s case.

· Procedural Violation of Article 2: The investigation into T.J.’s death was inadequate, failing to address the systemic issues in the institution that contributed to her death. The Court found that the investigation into T.J.’s death by Hungarian authorities did not meet the required standards under Article 2. Although the investigation was conducted promptly, it primarily focused on determining the immediate cause of death (pneumonia) and the use of restraints, neglecting to investigate the broader systemic issues in Topház care home, including poor living conditions and substandard care. The lack of thorough scrutiny or accountability led the Court to find a violation of the procedural aspect of Article 2.

· Compensation: The Court awarded €10,000 for costs, highlighting the state's obligation to ensure an effective care system for vulnerable individuals.


